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Author's Purpose
Grade 2 Reading Worksheet - Building Confidence

Name Date

Read the text. Circle the best answer.

READ THIS FIRST

Up High on the Plains
Giraffes are the tallest animals on land. A grown giraffe can be taller than a one-story house. Its neck
alone can be six feet long. Its long legs help it walk fast across the grassy plains of Africa.

A giraffe's coat is covered in brown patches. The patches are split by thin lines of light fur. No two
giraffes have the same pattern. Each one is a bit like a fingerprint.

Giraffes eat leaves from the tops of tall trees. Few other animals can reach that high. A giraffe's tongue
is dark and about as long as your arm. It wraps its tongue around a branch and pulls off the leaves.
Giraffes spend most of the day eating.

1. Why did the author include paragraph 2?
to explain how a giraffe gets leaves

to describe a giraffe's coat

to tell how tall a giraffe can grow

2. Which detail helps the author describe how tall a giraffe is?
Its neck alone can be six feet long.

No two giraffes have the same pattern.

Giraffes spend most of the day eating.

3. Why does the author compare a giraffe's pattern to a fingerprint?
to show that each pattern is different

to show that the pattern helps it hide

to show that the patches are very small

4. Which question can you answer after reading paragraph 3?
How fast can a giraffe run?

Why are giraffe patches brown?

How does a giraffe get leaves?
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Author's Purpose
Answer Key - Grade 2 Reading Worksheet - Building Confidence

Read the text. Circle the best answer.

READ THIS FIRST

Up High on the Plains

Giraffes are the tallest animals on land. A grown giraffe can be taller than a one-story house. Its neck
alone can be six feet long. Its long legs help it walk fast across the grassy plains of Africa.

A giraffe's coat is covered in brown patches. The patches are split by thin lines of light fur. No two
giraffes have the same pattern. Each one is a bit like a fingerprint.

Giraffes eat leaves from the tops of tall trees. Few other animals can reach that high. A giraffe's tongue
is dark and about as long as your arm. It wraps its tongue around a branch and pulls off the leaves.
Giraffes spend most of the day eating.

1. Why did the author include paragraph 2?
to explain how a giraffe gets leaves

to describe a giraffe's coat

to tell how tall a giraffe can grow

2. Which detail helps the author describe how tall a giraffe is?
Its neck alone can be six feet long.

No two giraffes have the same pattern.

Giraffes spend most of the day eating.

3. Why does the author compare a giraffe's pattern to a fingerprint?
to show that each pattern is different

to show that the pattern helps it hide

to show that the patches are very small

4. Which question can you answer after reading paragraph 3?
How fast can a giraffe run?

Why are giraffe patches brown?

How does a giraffe get leaves?


