Main Idea in Paragraphs “PencilGo

Grade 2 Reading Worksheet

Name Date

Read the text. Circle the best answer.

READ THIS FIRST
Numbered reading texts

Text 1: A volcano is an opening in the Earth. Hot melted rock, called lava, can flow out of it. When the lava cools, it becomes
hard rock. Over many years, this rock can build a tall mountain.

Text 2: Our school garden grows lettuce, carrots, and beans. Students plant the seeds in spring. They water the garden and
pick the food in the fall. The cooks use the vegetables in school lunches.

Text 3: Penguins are birds that cannot fly. Instead, they use their wings like flippers to swim fast. Their smooth bodies slide
through the water. Penguins spend much of their lives in the sea.

Text 4: A shadow forms when something blocks light. Shadows are long in the morning and in the evening. At noon, when
the sun is high, shadows are short. A shadow changes its length as the sun moves.

1. Use Text 1. Which detail from the paragraph supports the main idea?
The Earth has many land shapes.
Lava turns into hard rock when it cools.
All volcanoes are under the sea.

2. Use Text 2. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
Students plant the seeds in spring.
Students sell the vegetables at a store.
Students grow vegetables for school lunch.

3. Use Text 3. Which detail from the paragraph supports the main idea?
Birds do many different things.
Penguins fly south each winter.
Penguins use their wings like flippers.

4. Use Text 4. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
Shadows are brightest at night.
The sun is important to Earth.
A shadow's length changes during the day.
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Answer Key - Grade 2 Reading Worksheet

Read the text. Circle the best answer.

READ THIS FIRST
Numbered reading texts

Text 1: Avolcano is an opening in the Earth. Hot melted rock, called lava, can flow out of it. When the
lava cools, it becomes hard rock. Over many years, this rock can build a tall mountain.

Text 2: Our school garden grows lettuce, carrots, and beans. Students plant the seeds in spring. They
water the garden and pick the food in the fall. The cooks use the vegetables in school lunches.

Text 3: Penguins are birds that cannot fly. Instead, they use their wings like flippers to swim fast. Their
smooth bodies slide through the water. Penguins spend much of their lives in the sea.

Text 4: A shadow forms when something blocks light. Shadows are long in the morning and in the
evening. At noon, when the sun is high, shadows are short. A shadow changes its length as the sun
moves.

1. Use Text 1. Which detail from the paragraph supports the main idea?

The Earth has many land shapes.

(Lava turns into hard rock when it cools.)

All volcanoes are under the sea.

2. Use Text 2. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
Students plant the seeds in spring.
Students sell the vegetables at a store.

CStudents grow vegetables for school Iunch.)

3. Use Text 3. Which detail from the paragraph supports the main idea?
Birds do many different things.
Penguins fly south each winter.

CPenguins use their wings like fIippers.)

4. Use Text 4. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
Shadows are brightest at night.

The sun is important to Earth.

CA shadow's length changes during the day.)
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