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Main Idea in Paragraphs
Grade 2 Reading Worksheet - Challenge Me

Name Date

Read the text. Circle the best answer.

READ THIS FIRST

Numbered reading texts
Text 1: Long ago, people dragged heavy loads across the ground. Then someone invented the wheel, and loads rolled much
more easily. Wheels were added to carts and wagons, and later to bicycles. Today wheels help cars, trains, and airplanes
move.

Text 2: Sunlight looks white, but it is made of many colors. Soccer shoes have bumps on the bottom. When sunlight passes
through raindrops, the colors bend apart. Red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and purple spread across the sky. You can see
this when the sun is behind you and rain is in front.

Text 3: Mother sea turtles crawl onto the beach at night. They dig a hole in the sand and lay their eggs. After covering the
eggs, they go back to the sea. Weeks later, the baby turtles hatch and race toward the water.

Text 4: Volunteers sort cans and boxes of food into groups. Drivers bring food from stores and farms. Neighbors come to
pick up what their families need. Pandas climb bamboo trees. Everyone's work helps people who need a meal.

1. Use Text 1. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
The wheel made it easier to move things and people.
Wheels were added to carts and wagons.
Inventions change how people live.

2. Use Text 2. Which sentence does not belong in the paragraph?
Sunlight looks white, but it is made of many colors.
When sunlight passes through raindrops, the colors bend apart.
Soccer shoes have bumps on the bottom.

3. Use Text 3. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
Animals have babies in many ways.
Baby sea turtles begin life on a beach.
Mother turtles stay to guard the eggs.

4. Use Text 4. Which sentence does not belong in the paragraph?
Neighbors come to pick up what their families need.
Pandas climb bamboo trees.
Everyone's work helps people who need a meal.
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Read the text. Circle the best answer.

READ THIS FIRST

Numbered reading texts
Text 1: Long ago, people dragged heavy loads across the ground. Then someone invented the wheel, and loads rolled much
more easily. Wheels were added to carts and wagons, and later to bicycles. Today wheels help cars, trains, and airplanes
move.

Text 2: Sunlight looks white, but it is made of many colors. Soccer shoes have bumps on the bottom. When sunlight passes
through raindrops, the colors bend apart. Red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and purple spread across the sky. You can see
this when the sun is behind you and rain is in front.

Text 3: Mother sea turtles crawl onto the beach at night. They dig a hole in the sand and lay their eggs. After covering the
eggs, they go back to the sea. Weeks later, the baby turtles hatch and race toward the water.

Text 4: Volunteers sort cans and boxes of food into groups. Drivers bring food from stores and farms. Neighbors come to
pick up what their families need. Pandas climb bamboo trees. Everyone's work helps people who need a meal.

1. Use Text 1. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
The wheel made it easier to move things and people.

Wheels were added to carts and wagons.
Inventions change how people live.

2. Use Text 2. Which sentence does not belong in the paragraph?
Sunlight looks white, but it is made of many colors.
When sunlight passes through raindrops, the colors bend apart.
Soccer shoes have bumps on the bottom.

3. Use Text 3. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
Animals have babies in many ways.
Baby sea turtles begin life on a beach.

Mother turtles stay to guard the eggs.

4. Use Text 4. Which sentence does not belong in the paragraph?
Neighbors come to pick up what their families need.
Pandas climb bamboo trees.

Everyone's work helps people who need a meal.


