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Main Idea in Paragraphs
Grade 2 Reading Worksheet - Challenge Me

Name Date

Read the text. Circle the best answer.

READ THIS FIRST

Numbered reading texts
Text 1: Bus drivers check the mirrors and the brakes before each trip. Students wait for the bus away from the road.
Everyone stays in a seat while the bus is moving. Riders wait until the bus stops before they stand up.

Text 2: A thermometer has a thin tube with colored liquid inside. When the air gets warmer, the liquid rises up the tube. Our
library has a reading corner. When the air gets cooler, the liquid sinks back down. Numbers beside the tube tell how warm or
cold it is.

Text 3: Long ago, people dragged heavy loads across the ground. Then someone invented the wheel, and loads rolled much
more easily. Wheels were added to carts and wagons, and later to bicycles. Today wheels help cars, trains, and airplanes
move.

Text 4: Sunlight looks white, but it is made of many colors. Soccer shoes have bumps on the bottom. When sunlight passes
through raindrops, the colors bend apart. Red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and purple spread across the sky. You can see
this when the sun is behind you and rain is in front.

1. Use Text 1. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
Following bus rules keeps riders safe.
Students wait for the bus away from the road.
Buses never need to be checked.

2. Use Text 2. Which sentence does not belong in the paragraph?
When the air gets cooler, the liquid sinks back down.
Numbers beside the tube tell how warm or cold it is.
Our library has a reading corner.

3. Use Text 3. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
Inventions change how people live.
The wheel made it easier to move things and people.
Wheels were added to carts and wagons.

4. Use Text 4. Which sentence does not belong in the paragraph?
Soccer shoes have bumps on the bottom.
When sunlight passes through raindrops, the colors bend apart.
Sunlight looks white, but it is made of many colors.
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Read the text. Circle the best answer.

READ THIS FIRST

Numbered reading texts
Text 1: Bus drivers check the mirrors and the brakes before each trip. Students wait for the bus away from the road.
Everyone stays in a seat while the bus is moving. Riders wait until the bus stops before they stand up.

Text 2: A thermometer has a thin tube with colored liquid inside. When the air gets warmer, the liquid rises up the tube. Our
library has a reading corner. When the air gets cooler, the liquid sinks back down. Numbers beside the tube tell how warm or
cold it is.

Text 3: Long ago, people dragged heavy loads across the ground. Then someone invented the wheel, and loads rolled much
more easily. Wheels were added to carts and wagons, and later to bicycles. Today wheels help cars, trains, and airplanes
move.

Text 4: Sunlight looks white, but it is made of many colors. Soccer shoes have bumps on the bottom. When sunlight passes
through raindrops, the colors bend apart. Red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and purple spread across the sky. You can see
this when the sun is behind you and rain is in front.

1. Use Text 1. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
Following bus rules keeps riders safe.

Students wait for the bus away from the road.
Buses never need to be checked.

2. Use Text 2. Which sentence does not belong in the paragraph?
When the air gets cooler, the liquid sinks back down.
Numbers beside the tube tell how warm or cold it is.
Our library has a reading corner.

3. Use Text 3. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
Inventions change how people live.
The wheel made it easier to move things and people.

Wheels were added to carts and wagons.

4. Use Text 4. Which sentence does not belong in the paragraph?
Soccer shoes have bumps on the bottom.

When sunlight passes through raindrops, the colors bend apart.
Sunlight looks white, but it is made of many colors.


