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Main Idea in Paragraphs
Grade 2 Reading Worksheet - Challenge Me

Name Date

Read the text. Circle the best answer.

READ THIS FIRST

Numbered reading texts
Text 1: A lighthouse is a tall tower built near the sea. At night, a bright light at the top turns slowly. Sailors can see the light
from far away. The light shows ships where the dangerous rocks are.

Text 2: Dandelion seeds have fluffy tops that float on the wind. Burr seeds have tiny hooks that stick to animal fur. Maple
seeds spin like tiny helicopters as they fall. Our class takes a field trip in May. Coconuts can drift across the sea before they
sprout.

Text 3: Bus drivers check the mirrors and the brakes before each trip. Students wait for the bus away from the road.
Everyone stays in a seat while the bus is moving. Riders wait until the bus stops before they stand up.

Text 4: A thermometer has a thin tube with colored liquid inside. When the air gets warmer, the liquid rises up the tube. Our
library has a reading corner. When the air gets cooler, the liquid sinks back down. Numbers beside the tube tell how warm or
cold it is.

1. Use Text 1. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
People build tall buildings in many places.
Lighthouses are always painted blue.
Lighthouses help ships stay safe.

2. Use Text 2. Which sentence does not belong in the paragraph?
Coconuts can drift across the sea before they sprout.
Maple seeds spin like tiny helicopters as they fall.
Our class takes a field trip in May.

3. Use Text 3. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
Students wait for the bus away from the road.
Buses never need to be checked.
Following bus rules keeps riders safe.

4. Use Text 4. Which sentence does not belong in the paragraph?
When the air gets warmer, the liquid rises up the tube.
Our library has a reading corner.
When the air gets cooler, the liquid sinks back down.
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Read the text. Circle the best answer.

READ THIS FIRST

Numbered reading texts

Text 1: A lighthouse is a tall tower built near the sea. At night, a bright light at the top turns slowly. Sailors
can see the light from far away. The light shows ships where the dangerous rocks are.

Text 2: Dandelion seeds have fluffy tops that float on the wind. Burr seeds have tiny hooks that stick to
animal fur. Maple seeds spin like tiny helicopters as they fall. Our class takes a field trip in May.
Coconuts can drift across the sea before they sprout.

Text 3: Bus drivers check the mirrors and the brakes before each trip. Students wait for the bus away
from the road. Everyone stays in a seat while the bus is moving. Riders wait until the bus stops before
they stand up.

Text 4: A thermometer has a thin tube with colored liquid inside. When the air gets warmer, the liquid
rises up the tube. Our library has a reading corner. When the air gets cooler, the liquid sinks back down.
Numbers beside the tube tell how warm or cold it is.

1. Use Text 1. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
People build tall buildings in many places.

Lighthouses are always painted blue.

Lighthouses help ships stay safe.

2. Use Text 2. Which sentence does not belong in the paragraph?
Coconuts can drift across the sea before they sprout.

Maple seeds spin like tiny helicopters as they fall.

Our class takes a field trip in May.

3. Use Text 3. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
Students wait for the bus away from the road.

Buses never need to be checked.

Following bus rules keeps riders safe.

4. Use Text 4. Which sentence does not belong in the paragraph?
When the air gets warmer, the liquid rises up the tube.

Our library has a reading corner.

When the air gets cooler, the liquid sinks back down.


