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Main Idea in Paragraphs
Grade 2 Reading Worksheet - Building Confidence

Name Date

Read the text. Circle the best answer.

READ THIS FIRST

Numbered reading texts
Text 1: The ocean is home to many kinds of animals, from tiny fish to giant whales. Some animals live near the surface,
while others live in the dark deep water. Sea plants grow where sunlight can reach.

Text 2: Every fall, many birds fly to warmer places for the winter. This long trip is called migration. Birds fly in groups and
follow the same paths each year.

Text 3: Sleep helps the body grow and rest after a busy day. Children need more sleep than adults. Getting enough sleep
helps people think clearly and feel happy.

Text 4: Bridges help people cross rivers and roads safely. Some bridges are built for cars, while others are just for walking.
Strong materials like steel keep bridges from falling down.

1. Use Text 1. Which detail from the paragraph supports the main idea?
Sea plants grow in the dark.
All ocean animals are tiny.
Some animals live in the dark deep water.

2. Use Text 2. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
Animals move from place to place.
Birds migrate to find warmer weather.
Birds follow the same paths each year.

3. Use Text 3. Which detail from the paragraph supports the main idea?
Sleep makes people taller overnight.
Adults need more sleep than children.
Sleep helps people think clearly.

4. Use Text 4. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
Strong materials like steel keep bridges from falling down.
People build many things.
Bridges help people travel safely.
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Main Idea in Paragraphs
Answer Key - Grade 2 Reading Worksheet - Building Confidence

Read the text. Circle the best answer.

READ THIS FIRST

Numbered reading texts

Text 1: The ocean is home to many kinds of animals, from tiny fish to giant whales. Some animals live
near the surface, while others live in the dark deep water. Sea plants grow where sunlight can reach.

Text 2: Every fall, many birds fly to warmer places for the winter. This long trip is called migration. Birds
fly in groups and follow the same paths each year.

Text 3: Sleep helps the body grow and rest after a busy day. Children need more sleep than adults.
Getting enough sleep helps people think clearly and feel happy.

Text 4: Bridges help people cross rivers and roads safely. Some bridges are built for cars, while others
are just for walking. Strong materials like steel keep bridges from falling down.

1. Use Text 1. Which detail from the paragraph supports the main idea?
Sea plants grow in the dark.

All ocean animals are tiny.

Some animals live in the dark deep water.

2. Use Text 2. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
Animals move from place to place.

Birds migrate to find warmer weather.

Birds follow the same paths each year.

3. Use Text 3. Which detail from the paragraph supports the main idea?
Sleep makes people taller overnight.

Adults need more sleep than children.

Sleep helps people think clearly.

4. Use Text 4. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
Strong materials like steel keep bridges from falling down.

People build many things.

Bridges help people travel safely.


