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Main Topic in Paragraphs
Grade 2 Reading Worksheet - Challenge Me

Name Date

Read the text. Circle the best answer.

READ THIS FIRST

Under a White Blanket
Snow may feel cold, but it helps many animals live through winter. Fresh snow is full of tiny pockets of air. That air traps heat
that rises from the ground. Under a thick layer of snow, the ground stays much warmer than the freezing air above. In this
way, snow works like a fluffy blanket.

Mice and voles spend the winter under the snow. They run along tunnels in a thin space between the snow and the ground.
Down there, they stay out of the icy wind. They nibble seeds, grass, and roots along the way. The snow on top also keeps
them hidden while they move about.

Some bears sleep through most of the winter in dens. A den may be a cave, a hollow log, or a hole dug into a hill. When
snow piles up over the den, it seals in the bear's body heat. The bear stays snug inside until spring.

Some birds even use snow as a bed. A bird called the ruffed grouse dives headfirst into soft, deep snow on very cold nights.
It rests in a small snow cave, safe from the wind. In the morning, it bursts out in a puff of white and flies away.

1. What is paragraph 3 mostly about?
where bears find food in the fall
how snow keeps a bear's den warm
how bears dig tunnels under snow

2. Which detail belongs in paragraph 4?
A bird called a ptarmigan also burrows into snow at night.
A mother bear may have cubs while she is in her den.
Mice can run through their snow tunnels all winter.

3. Which sentence tells the main topic?
Some bears sleep through most of the winter in dens.
In this way, snow works like a fluffy blanket.
Snow may feel cold, but it helps many animals live through winter.

4. Which detail supports the idea that snow works like a blanket?
They nibble seeds, grass, and roots along the way.
That air traps heat that rises from the ground.
A den may be a cave, a hollow log, or a hole dug into a hill.
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Main Topic in Paragraphs
Answer Key - Grade 2 Reading Worksheet - Challenge Me

Read the text. Circle the best answer.

READ THIS FIRST

Under a White Blanket
Snow may feel cold, but it helps many animals live through winter. Fresh snow is full of tiny pockets of air. That air traps heat
that rises from the ground. Under a thick layer of snow, the ground stays much warmer than the freezing air above. In this
way, snow works like a fluffy blanket.

Mice and voles spend the winter under the snow. They run along tunnels in a thin space between the snow and the ground.
Down there, they stay out of the icy wind. They nibble seeds, grass, and roots along the way. The snow on top also keeps
them hidden while they move about.

Some bears sleep through most of the winter in dens. A den may be a cave, a hollow log, or a hole dug into a hill. When
snow piles up over the den, it seals in the bear's body heat. The bear stays snug inside until spring.

Some birds even use snow as a bed. A bird called the ruffed grouse dives headfirst into soft, deep snow on very cold nights.
It rests in a small snow cave, safe from the wind. In the morning, it bursts out in a puff of white and flies away.

1. What is paragraph 3 mostly about?
where bears find food in the fall
how snow keeps a bear's den warm

how bears dig tunnels under snow

2. Which detail belongs in paragraph 4?
A bird called a ptarmigan also burrows into snow at night.

A mother bear may have cubs while she is in her den.
Mice can run through their snow tunnels all winter.

3. Which sentence tells the main topic?
Some bears sleep through most of the winter in dens.
In this way, snow works like a fluffy blanket.
Snow may feel cold, but it helps many animals live through winter.

4. Which detail supports the idea that snow works like a blanket?
They nibble seeds, grass, and roots along the way.
That air traps heat that rises from the ground.

A den may be a cave, a hollow log, or a hole dug into a hill.


