Main Topic in Paragraphs “PencilGo

Grade 2 Reading Worksheet - Building Confidence

Name Date

Read the text. Circle the best answer.

READ THIS FIRST
Green and Prickly

Cactus plants are tough plants that grow in hot, dry places. Most of them live in deserts. Some deserts get rain only a few
times a year. The ground can stay dry for many weeks.

A cactus is very good at saving water. Its roots spread out wide, just under the top of the ground. When rain falls, the roots
soak up water fast. The cactus keeps this water inside its thick stem. A waxy skin on the stem helps keep the water in.

Most cactus plants are covered in sharp spines. The spines keep thirsty animals from biting into the stem. They also make a
little shade on the cactus. This shade helps the plant stay a bit cooler in the hot sun.

1. What is paragraph 3 mostly about?
how a cactus stores water in its stem
how spines help a cactus
how often deserts get rain

2. Which detail belongs in paragraph 3?
Some deserts are covered in sand and rocks.
A big cactus can hold enough water to last for months.
A rabbit will not chew a cactus covered in spines.

3. Which sentence tells the main topic?
The ground can stay dry for many weeks.
Cactus plants are tough plants that grow in hot, dry places.
The cactus keeps this water inside its thick stem.

4. Which detail supports the idea that a cactus is good at saving water?
Most of them live in deserts.
Some deserts get rain only a few times a year.
A waxy skin on the stem helps keep the water in.
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Answer Key - Grade 2 Reading Worksheet - Building Confidence

Read the text. Circle the best answer.

READ THIS FIRST
Green and Prickly

Cactus plants are tough plants that grow in hot, dry places. Most of them live in deserts. Some deserts
get rain only a few times a year. The ground can stay dry for many weeks.

A cactus is very good at saving water. Its roots spread out wide, just under the top of the ground. When
rain falls, the roots soak up water fast. The cactus keeps this water inside its thick stem. A waxy skin on
the stem helps keep the water in.

Most cactus plants are covered in sharp spines. The spines keep thirsty animals from biting into the
stem. They also make a little shade on the cactus. This shade helps the plant stay a bit cooler in the hot
sun.

1. What is paragraph 3 mostly about?

how a cactus stores water in its stem

(how spines help a cactus)

how often deserts get rain

2. Which detail belongs in paragraph 3?
Some deserts are covered in sand and rocks.

A big cactus can hold enough water to last for months.

CA rabbit will not chew a cactus covered in spines.)

3. Which sentence tells the main topic?

The ground can stay dry for many weeks.

CCactus plants are tough plants that grow in hot, dry places.)

The cactus keeps this water inside its thick stem.

4. Which detail supports the idea that a cactus is good at saving water?
Most of them live in deserts.

Some deserts get rain only a few times a year.

(A waxy skin on the stem helps keep the water in.)
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