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Story Structure
Grade 2 Reading Worksheet

Name Date

Read the text. Circle the best answer.

READ THIS FIRST

Lily's Carton Boat
Every summer, Lily's town held a toy boat race on Willow Creek. This year, Lily built her boat from an old milk carton. On
race morning, she tested it in a puddle. Water rushed in through a crack, and the boat tipped over.

The race would start in one hour. First, Lily covered the crack with plain tape. When she tested the boat again, the tape
peeled off, and water seeped back in.

Lily sat on the porch step with her chin in her hands. Then she spotted Dad's old candle on the windowsill. She remembered
that wax keeps water out. With Dad's help, Lily rubbed wax over the crack until it was smooth and shiny. In the puddle, the
boat floated high and dry.

At the creek, Lily set her boat in line with twelve others. When the whistle blew, the boats bobbed downstream. Lily's carton
did not win, but it crossed the finish line without sinking. Lily cheered and promised to race again next summer.

1. How does the ending wrap up the story?
Lily sits with her chin in her hands and frowns.
Lily's boat finishes without sinking, and she cheers.
Lily's boat tips over in the puddle, and she cries.

2. Which event belongs in the middle of the story?
Lily spots Dad's old candle.
Lily promises to race next summer.
The boats bob downstream.

3. Which sentence from the story is part of the ending?
She remembered that wax keeps water out.
Water rushed in through a crack, and the boat tipped over.
When the whistle blew, the boats bobbed downstream.

4. What changed from the beginning to the end?
Lily liked boats at first, but at the end she gave up on them.
The boat leaked at first, but at the end it stayed afloat.
Lily lost her boat at first, but at the end she found it.
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Read the text. Circle the best answer.

READ THIS FIRST

Lily's Carton Boat

Every summer, Lily's town held a toy boat race on Willow Creek. This year, Lily built her boat from an old
milk carton. On race morning, she tested it in a puddle. Water rushed in through a crack, and the boat
tipped over.

The race would start in one hour. First, Lily covered the crack with plain tape. When she tested the boat
again, the tape peeled off, and water seeped back in.

Lily sat on the porch step with her chin in her hands. Then she spotted Dad's old candle on the
windowsill. She remembered that wax keeps water out. With Dad's help, Lily rubbed wax over the crack
until it was smooth and shiny. In the puddle, the boat floated high and dry.

At the creek, Lily set her boat in line with twelve others. When the whistle blew, the boats bobbed
downstream. Lily's carton did not win, but it crossed the finish line without sinking. Lily cheered and
promised to race again next summer.

1. How does the ending wrap up the story?
Lily sits with her chin in her hands and frowns.

Lily's boat finishes without sinking, and she cheers.

Lily's boat tips over in the puddle, and she cries.

2. Which event belongs in the middle of the story?
Lily spots Dad's old candle.

Lily promises to race next summer.

The boats bob downstream.

3. Which sentence from the story is part of the ending?
She remembered that wax keeps water out.

Water rushed in through a crack, and the boat tipped over.

When the whistle blew, the boats bobbed downstream.

4. What changed from the beginning to the end?
Lily liked boats at first, but at the end she gave up on them.

The boat leaked at first, but at the end it stayed afloat.

Lily lost her boat at first, but at the end she found it.


