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Compare and Contrast
Grade 3 Reading Worksheet - Building Confidence

Name Date

Circle the answer.

READ THIS FIRST

Two Texts About Penguins
Text 1: Emperor penguins live in Antarctica, the coldest place on Earth. Winter winds there are fierce
and icy. To stay warm, emperor penguins huddle close in a big group. They take turns standing in the
warm middle. Huddling saves energy during the long, dark winter. Their chicks hatch in the middle of
winter. Emperors are the tallest penguins. They can stand almost four feet tall. A thick layer of fat under
their feathers also keeps out the cold.

Text 2: Galapagos penguins live near the equator, where the sun is hot. They live on rocky islands and
are one of the smallest penguins. They stand only about twenty inches tall. To stay cool, they swim in
the chilly ocean. On land, they hold their flippers out to let heat escape. They also rest in the shade of
rocks. They find their food in the cool water nearby. Like all penguins, they cannot fly, but they are fast
swimmers.

1. What topic do both texts share?
penguins the equator

Antarctica

2. Which text says penguins cannot fly?
both texts Text 2 Text 1

3. Which detail is only in Text 1?
The penguins take turns in the warm middle.

The penguins hold their flippers out.

The penguins rest in the shade of rocks.

4. Which detail is only in Text 2?
These penguins huddle in a big group.

These penguins have a thick layer of fat.

These penguins are about twenty inches tall.

5. Text 1 says emperors huddle to stay warm. What does Text 2 say Galapagos penguins
do on land to stay cool?
swim in the chilly ocean huddle in a big group hold their flippers out
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6. Which text tells about the tallest penguins?
Text 1 Text 2 both texts

7. How are the two kinds of penguins alike?
Both live near the hot equator.

Both have ways to handle their weather.

Both stand almost four feet tall.

8. What does "huddle" mean in "emperor penguins huddle close in a big group"?
swim far apart crowd close together dig into the snow

9. Which detail is NOT in either text?
Penguins stand close in a group.

Penguins rest in the shade of rocks.

Penguins travel north each spring.

10. Why do the two kinds of penguins do such different things?
One is a fast swimmer, and one cannot swim.

One lives where it is cold, and one where it is hot.

One has feathers, and one has a layer of fat.
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Compare and Contrast
Answer Key - Grade 3 Reading Worksheet - Building Confidence

Circle the answer.

READ THIS FIRST

Two Texts About Penguins

Text 1: Emperor penguins live in Antarctica, the coldest place on Earth. Winter winds there are fierce
and icy. To stay warm, emperor penguins huddle close in a big group. They take turns standing in the
warm middle. Huddling saves energy during the long, dark winter. Their chicks hatch in the middle of
winter. Emperors are the tallest penguins. They can stand almost four feet tall. A thick layer of fat under
their feathers also keeps out the cold.

Text 2: Galapagos penguins live near the equator, where the sun is hot. They live on rocky islands and
are one of the smallest penguins. They stand only about twenty inches tall. To stay cool, they swim in
the chilly ocean. On land, they hold their flippers out to let heat escape. They also rest in the shade of
rocks. They find their food in the cool water nearby. Like all penguins, they cannot fly, but they are fast
swimmers.

1. What topic do both texts share?
penguins the equator Antarctica

2. Which text says penguins cannot fly?
both texts Text 2 Text 1

3. Which detail is only in Text 1?
The penguins take turns in the warm middle.

The penguins hold their flippers out.

The penguins rest in the shade of rocks.

4. Which detail is only in Text 2?
These penguins huddle in a big group.

These penguins have a thick layer of fat.

These penguins are about twenty inches tall.

5. Text 1 says emperors huddle to stay warm. What does Text 2 say Galapagos penguins
do on land to stay cool?
swim in the chilly ocean huddle in a big group hold their flippers out



pencilgo.comPencilGo

6. Which text tells about the tallest penguins?
Text 1 Text 2 both texts

7. How are the two kinds of penguins alike?
Both live near the hot equator.

Both have ways to handle their weather.

Both stand almost four feet tall.

8. What does "huddle" mean in "emperor penguins huddle close in a big group"?
swim far apart crowd close together dig into the snow

9. Which detail is NOT in either text?
Penguins stand close in a group.

Penguins rest in the shade of rocks.

Penguins travel north each spring.

10. Why do the two kinds of penguins do such different things?
One is a fast swimmer, and one cannot swim.

One lives where it is cold, and one where it is hot.

One has feathers, and one has a layer of fat.


