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Main Idea and Key Details
Grade 3 Reading Worksheet - Building Confidence

Name Date

Read each passage. Circle the sentence that tells the main idea.

READ THIS FIRST

Our Class Garden
Our class garden grew a lot this spring. We planted beans, carrots and sunflowers. Each week we watered the plants and
pulled the weeds. In June we picked the first beans.

1. We planted beans, carrots and sunflowers.
Our class garden grew well this spring.
Gardens are green.

Volcanoes
Volcanoes are mountains with an opening at the top. Melted rock called lava can flow out of the opening. Ash and gas shoot
into the air. After lava cools, it becomes hard rock.

2. Ash and gas shoot into the air.
A volcano is a mountain that can erupt lava, ash and gas.
Mountains are tall.

Penguins
Penguins are birds that cannot fly. They use their wings to swim fast in the sea. Their feathers keep them warm and dry.
They eat fish and krill.

3. They eat fish and krill.
Penguins are birds that swim instead of fly.
Birds live in many places.

Maya at the Piano
Maya practices the piano every day. She plays for twenty minutes after school. She plays her hardest song on Saturdays.
Her teacher says her playing is getting better.

4. Music is fun.
She plays for twenty minutes after school.
Maya practices the piano every day and is getting better.

Scan to get this marked free. No screen time for your child.
Print it · do it in pencil · scan it · PencilGo picks the next sheet.



pencilgo.comPencilGo

Main Idea and Key Details
Answer Key - Grade 3 Reading Worksheet - Building Confidence

Read each passage. Circle the sentence that tells the main idea.

READ THIS FIRST

Our Class Garden

Our class garden grew a lot this spring. We planted beans, carrots and sunflowers. Each week we
watered the plants and pulled the weeds. In June we picked the first beans.

1. We planted beans, carrots and sunflowers.

Our class garden grew well this spring.

Gardens are green.

Volcanoes

Volcanoes are mountains with an opening at the top. Melted rock called lava can flow out of the opening.
Ash and gas shoot into the air. After lava cools, it becomes hard rock.

2. Ash and gas shoot into the air.

A volcano is a mountain that can erupt lava, ash and gas.

Mountains are tall.

Penguins
Penguins are birds that cannot fly. They use their wings to swim fast in the sea. Their feathers keep
them warm and dry. They eat fish and krill.

3. They eat fish and krill.

Penguins are birds that swim instead of fly.

Birds live in many places.

Maya at the Piano

Maya practices the piano every day. She plays for twenty minutes after school. She plays her hardest
song on Saturdays. Her teacher says her playing is getting better.

4. Music is fun.

She plays for twenty minutes after school.

Maya practices the piano every day and is getting better.


