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Exploration and Settlement
Grade 4 Social Studies Worksheet - Building Confidence

Name Date

Circle the answer.

1. Why did the United States buy the Louisiana Territory from France in 1803?
to control the Mississippi River and gain land

to start a new English colony at Plymouth

to own the gold mines of California

2. In 1492, Christopher Columbus sailed from Spain. Which ocean did he cross?
the Indian Ocean the Atlantic Ocean the Pacific Ocean

3. French traders built posts along rivers like the Mississippi. What did they mostly trade
for?
beaver furs gold coins cotton cloth

4. Why did colonists build Jamestown beside the James River?
It was in the middle of a thick forest.

It was on a hilltop far from the river.

Ships could sail up the river to it.
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Exploration and Settlement
Answer Key - Grade 4 Social Studies Worksheet - Building Confidence

Circle the answer.

1. Why did the United States buy the Louisiana Territory from France in 1803?
to control the Mississippi River and gain land

to start a new English colony at Plymouth

to own the gold mines of California

2. In 1492, Christopher Columbus sailed from Spain. Which ocean did he cross?
the Indian Ocean the Atlantic Ocean the Pacific Ocean

3. French traders built posts along rivers like the Mississippi. What did they mostly trade
for?

beaver furs gold coins cotton cloth

4. Why did colonists build Jamestown beside the James River?
It was in the middle of a thick forest.

It was on a hilltop far from the river.

Ships could sail up the river to it.


