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Exploration and Settlement
Grade 4 Social Studies Worksheet - Building Confidence

Name Date

Circle the answer.

1. Look at the timeline about Louisiana. Which event belongs in the empty box?

La Salle claims land

1682

1718

Louisiana Purchase

1803

gold is found in California (1848)

the railroad is finished (1869)

New Orleans is built (1718)

2. Spanish priests built missions in New Mexico and California. What was one main goal of
a mission?
to spread the Catholic religion

to trade beaver furs with France

to dig for gold in the mountains

3. How did life change for many Native people living near Spanish missions?
They were allowed to keep every tradition unchanged.

They were paid in gold coins to farm the land.

They were pushed to change their religion and work.

4. In 1849, thousands of people rushed to California. Why?
A railroad had just opened there.

Gold had been found there.

Free farmland was given out there.
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Exploration and Settlement
Answer Key - Grade 4 Social Studies Worksheet - Building Confidence

Circle the answer.

1. Look at the timeline about Louisiana. Which event belongs in the empty box?

La Salle claims land

1682

1718

Louisiana Purchase

1803

gold is found in California (1848)

the railroad is finished (1869)

New Orleans is built (1718)

2. Spanish priests built missions in New Mexico and California. What was one main goal of
a mission?

to spread the Catholic religion

to trade beaver furs with France

to dig for gold in the mountains

3. How did life change for many Native people living near Spanish missions?
They were allowed to keep every tradition unchanged.

They were paid in gold coins to farm the land.

They were pushed to change their religion and work.

4. In 1849, thousands of people rushed to California. Why?
A railroad had just opened there.

Gold had been found there.

Free farmland was given out there.


