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Firsthand and Secondhand Accounts
Grade 4 Reading Worksheet

Name Date

Read the two texts. Circle the answer to each question.

READ THIS FIRST

The Science Fair

Text 1

I stood next to my volcano model, and my hands shook. When the judge asked a question, I forgot what
to say. Then I remembered my notes and explained how the baking soda worked. I was happy when I
saw her smile.

Text 2

Roosevelt School held its science fair on March 3. Sixty students showed projects, and five judges gave
out ribbons. The winning project, a water filter, was built by two fifth graders. The school newspaper
printed all the winners' names.

1. Which text is the firsthand account?
both texts Text 2 Text 1

2. Which text tells how the writer felt?
Text 1 Text 2 both texts

3. Which text reports facts such as
numbers and dates?
Text 1 Text 2 both texts

4. Which text uses the words I or we?
Text 2 Text 1 both texts

5. Which text tells about the science fair?
Text 2 both texts Text 1
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Firsthand and Secondhand Accounts
Answer Key - Grade 4 Reading Worksheet

Read the two texts. Circle the answer to each question.

READ THIS FIRST

The Science Fair

Text 1

I stood next to my volcano model, and my hands shook. When the judge asked a question, I forgot what
to say. Then I remembered my notes and explained how the baking soda worked. I was happy when I
saw her smile.

Text 2

Roosevelt School held its science fair on March 3. Sixty students showed projects, and five judges gave
out ribbons. The winning project, a water filter, was built by two fifth graders. The school newspaper
printed all the winners' names.

1. Which text is the firsthand account?
both texts Text 2 Text 1

2. Which text tells how the writer felt?
Text 1 Text 2 both texts

3. Which text reports facts such as
numbers and dates?
Text 1 Text 2 both texts

4. Which text uses the words I or we?
Text 2 Text 1 both texts

5. Which text tells about the science fair?
Text 2 both texts Text 1


