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Firsthand and Secondhand Accounts
Grade 4 Reading Worksheet

Name Date

Read the two texts. Circle the answer to each question.

READ THIS FIRST

The Power Outage

Text 1

The lights went out during dinner. I giggled at first, and then I felt a little nervous in the dark. Dad lit a
flashlight, and we played a card game by its glow. When the lights came back on, I was almost sad.

Text 2

A power outage left 2,000 homes without electricity on Thursday evening. The electric company said a
tree branch fell on a line. Workers fixed it in about two hours. By nine o'clock, every home had power
again.

1. Which text is the firsthand account?
Text 1 both texts Text 2

2. Which text tells how the writer felt?
Text 1 both texts Text 2

3. Which text reports facts such as
numbers and dates?
Text 1 both texts Text 2

4. Which text uses the words I or we?
Text 2 Text 1 both texts

5. Which text tells about the power outage?
Text 1 both texts Text 2

Scan to get this marked free. No screen time for your child.
Print it · do it in pencil · scan it · PencilGo picks the next sheet.



pencilgo.comPencilGo

Firsthand and Secondhand Accounts
Answer Key - Grade 4 Reading Worksheet

Read the two texts. Circle the answer to each question.

READ THIS FIRST

The Power Outage

Text 1

The lights went out during dinner. I giggled at first, and then I felt a little nervous in the dark. Dad lit a
flashlight, and we played a card game by its glow. When the lights came back on, I was almost sad.

Text 2

A power outage left 2,000 homes without electricity on Thursday evening. The electric company said a
tree branch fell on a line. Workers fixed it in about two hours. By nine o'clock, every home had power
again.

1. Which text is the firsthand account?
Text 1 both texts Text 2

2. Which text tells how the writer felt?
Text 1 both texts Text 2

3. Which text reports facts such as
numbers and dates?
Text 1 both texts Text 2

4. Which text uses the words I or we?
Text 2 Text 1 both texts

5. Which text tells about the power outage?
Text 1 both texts Text 2


