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Firsthand and Secondhand Accounts
Grade 4 Reading Worksheet

Name Date

Read the two texts. Circle the answer to each question.

READ THIS FIRST

The Class Hamster

Text 1

Room 14 has had a pet hamster named Pip since September. The students take turns bringing him
home each weekend, and the teacher keeps a chart of the turns. Hamsters sleep during the day and are
most active at night. Pip weighs about five ounces.

Text 2

I got to bring Pip, our class hamster, home for the weekend. I was nervous that I would lose him. He ran
on his wheel all night, and I watched him until I fell asleep. On Monday I missed him.

1. Which text is the firsthand account?
Text 1 both texts Text 2

2. Which text tells how the writer felt?
both texts Text 1 Text 2

3. Which text reports facts such as
numbers and dates?
both texts Text 1 Text 2

4. Which text uses the words I or we?
Text 1 both texts Text 2

5. Which text tells about the class hamster?
Text 1 both texts Text 2
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Firsthand and Secondhand Accounts
Answer Key - Grade 4 Reading Worksheet

Read the two texts. Circle the answer to each question.

READ THIS FIRST

The Class Hamster

Text 1

Room 14 has had a pet hamster named Pip since September. The students take turns bringing him
home each weekend, and the teacher keeps a chart of the turns. Hamsters sleep during the day and are
most active at night. Pip weighs about five ounces.

Text 2

I got to bring Pip, our class hamster, home for the weekend. I was nervous that I would lose him. He ran
on his wheel all night, and I watched him until I fell asleep. On Monday I missed him.

1. Which text is the firsthand account?
Text 1 both texts Text 2

2. Which text tells how the writer felt?
both texts Text 1 Text 2

3. Which text reports facts such as
numbers and dates?
both texts Text 1 Text 2

4. Which text uses the words I or we?
Text 1 both texts Text 2

5. Which text tells about the class hamster?
Text 1 both texts Text 2


