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Firsthand and Secondhand Accounts
Grade 4 Reading Worksheet

Name Date

Read the two texts. Circle the answer to each question.

READ THIS FIRST

The Storm at the Lake
Text 1

A storm crossed Pine Lake on Sunday afternoon. The weather service said the storm lasted forty minutes and brought winds
of thirty miles per hour. The park ranger told families to leave the dock. No one was hurt.

Text 2

We were on the dock when the sky turned dark. I felt the first cold drops on my arms. Dad shouted, and we ran to the car.
My heart was pounding as the thunder rolled.

1. Text 1 is told from the point of view of what kind of writer?
a person who made it up
a person who was at the event
a person who was told about it

2. Text 2 is told from the point of view of what kind of writer?
a person who made it up
a person who was told about it
a person who was at the event

3. Which sentence shows that the writer was at the event?
No one was hurt.
The weather service said the storm lasted forty minutes and brought winds of thirty miles per
hour.
A storm crossed Pine Lake on Sunday afternoon.
Dad shouted, and we ran to the car.

4. How are the two texts different?
Both texts report facts.
Text 2 tells feelings; Text 1 reports facts.
Both texts tell feelings.
Text 1 tells feelings; Text 2 reports facts.
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Firsthand and Secondhand Accounts
Answer Key - Grade 4 Reading Worksheet

Read the two texts. Circle the answer to each question.

READ THIS FIRST

The Storm at the Lake

Text 1

A storm crossed Pine Lake on Sunday afternoon. The weather service said the storm lasted forty
minutes and brought winds of thirty miles per hour. The park ranger told families to leave the dock. No
one was hurt.

Text 2

We were on the dock when the sky turned dark. I felt the first cold drops on my arms. Dad shouted, and
we ran to the car. My heart was pounding as the thunder rolled.

1. Text 1 is told from the point of view of what kind of writer?
a person who made it up

a person who was at the event

a person who was told about it

2. Text 2 is told from the point of view of what kind of writer?
a person who made it up

a person who was told about it

a person who was at the event

3. Which sentence shows that the writer was at the event?
No one was hurt.

The weather service said the storm lasted forty minutes and brought winds of thirty miles per
hour.

A storm crossed Pine Lake on Sunday afternoon.

Dad shouted, and we ran to the car.

4. How are the two texts different?
Both texts report facts.

Text 2 tells feelings; Text 1 reports facts.

Both texts tell feelings.

Text 1 tells feelings; Text 2 reports facts.


