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Firsthand and Secondhand Accounts
Grade 4 Reading Worksheet - Building Confidence

Name Date

Read the two texts. Circle the answer to each question.

READ THIS FIRST

The Fire Truck Visit
Text 1

Firefighters visited Oak School on Thursday to teach fire safety. A school newsletter reported that every
class saw the truck and tried on the gear. The firefighters taught children to crawl low under smoke. The
visit lasted two hours.

Text 2

A fire truck came to our school. I got to sit in the front seat, and the leather was warm from the sun. The
firefighter let me press the horn, and it was louder than I thought. I laughed so hard my sides hurt.

1. Text 1 is told from the point of view of what kind of writer?
a person who was told about it

a person who made it up

a person who was at the event

2. Text 2 is told from the point of view of what kind of writer?
a person who was told about it

a person who made it up

a person who was at the event

3. Which sentence shows that the writer was at the event?
The firefighter let me press the horn, and it was louder than I thought.

Firefighters visited Oak School on Thursday to teach fire safety.

The firefighters taught children to crawl low under smoke.

4. How are the two texts different?
Both texts tell feelings.

Text 1 tells feelings; Text 2 reports facts.

Text 2 tells feelings; Text 1 reports facts.
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Firsthand and Secondhand Accounts
Answer Key - Grade 4 Reading Worksheet - Building Confidence

Read the two texts. Circle the answer to each question.

READ THIS FIRST

The Fire Truck Visit

Text 1

Firefighters visited Oak School on Thursday to teach fire safety. A school newsletter reported that every
class saw the truck and tried on the gear. The firefighters taught children to crawl low under smoke. The
visit lasted two hours.

Text 2

A fire truck came to our school. I got to sit in the front seat, and the leather was warm from the sun. The
firefighter let me press the horn, and it was louder than I thought. I laughed so hard my sides hurt.

1. Text 1 is told from the point of view of what kind of writer?
a person who was told about it

a person who made it up

a person who was at the event

2. Text 2 is told from the point of view of what kind of writer?
a person who was told about it

a person who made it up

a person who was at the event

3. Which sentence shows that the writer was at the event?
The firefighter let me press the horn, and it was louder than I thought.

Firefighters visited Oak School on Thursday to teach fire safety.

The firefighters taught children to crawl low under smoke.

4. How are the two texts different?
Both texts tell feelings.

Text 1 tells feelings; Text 2 reports facts.

Text 2 tells feelings; Text 1 reports facts.


