Can, May, and Must

Grade 4 Grammar Worksheet
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Date

Circle what each modal word shows.

1. In “Leo can tie his own shoes,” what
does “can” show?

necessity permission ability

3. In “Dev can count to 100 in Spanish,”
what does “can” show?

In “Students must wear goggles in the
lab,” what does “must” show?

necessity ability permission

In “Players must stay inside the lines,”
what does “must” show?

ability permission necessity permission ability necessity

5. In “When Grandma was young, she could run a mile in six minutes,” what does “could”
show?

permission ability possibility necessity

6. In “Bring snacks, because the bus ride could take two hours,” what does “could” show?
permission possibility ability necessity
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Circle what each modal word shows.

1. In “Leo can tie his own shoes,” what
does “can” show?

necessity permission ability

3. In “Dev can count to 100 in Spanish,”
what does “can” show?

ability permission necessity

In “Students must wear goggles in the
lab,” what does “must” show?

ability permission

In “Players must stay inside the lines,”
what does “must” show?

permission ability

5. In “When Grandma was young, she could run a mile in six minutes,” what does “could”

show?

permission possibility

necessity

6. In “Bring snacks, because the bus ride could take two hours,” what does “could” show?

permission possibility ability

necessity
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