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Name Date

Circle what each modal word shows.

1. In “You may pick a book from the shelf,”
what does “may” show?
ability permission necessity

2. In “Students must wear goggles in the
lab,” what does “must” show?
necessity ability permission

3. In “Bring a jacket because it may rain this afternoon,” what does “may” show?
necessity permission ability possibility

4. In “Bring snacks, because the bus ride could take two hours,” what does “could” show?
permission possibility ability necessity

5. In “When Grandma was young, she could run a mile in six minutes,” what does “could”
show?
permission ability possibility necessity

6. In “Each player must touch the base before running to the next one,” what does “must”
show?
ability necessity possibility permission
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Circle what each modal word shows.

1. In “You may pick a book from the shelf,”
what does “may” show?
ability permission necessity

2. In “Students must wear goggles in the
lab,” what does “must” show?

necessity ability permission

3. In “Bring a jacket because it may rain this afternoon,” what does “may” show?
necessity permission ability possibility

4. In “Bring snacks, because the bus ride could take two hours,” what does “could” show?
permission possibility ability necessity

5. In “When Grandma was young, she could run a mile in six minutes,” what does “could”
show?
permission ability possibility necessity

6. In “Each player must touch the base before running to the next one,” what does “must”
show?
ability necessity possibility permission


