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Paraphrase a Source
Grade 4 Writing Worksheet - Building Confidence

Name Date

Read each source. Circle the one that copies it too closely.

1. Source: "Camels can walk for days in the desert without drinking water." Which note
copies the source too closely?
Without a drink, camels can keep traveling across the sand for days.

A camel is able to cross dry desert land for several days with no drink.

Camels can walk for days in the desert without drinking any water.

2. Source: "Crickets make chirping sounds by rubbing their wings together." Which note
copies the source too closely?
When a cricket scrapes one wing on the other, it sings.

Crickets make chirping noises by rubbing their wings together.

A cricket's chirp comes from its wings scraping against each other.

3. Source: "Owls can turn their heads almost all the way around." Which note copies the
source too closely?
Most of a full circle is how far an owl can swivel its head.

Owls are able to turn their heads almost all the way around.

An owl can twist its neck to look nearly behind itself.

4. Source: "Bats sleep upside down in caves during the day." Which note copies the source
too closely?
In the daytime, a bat rests with its head pointing down inside a cave.

Bats sleep upside down in caves during the daytime.

Hanging from cave ceilings, bats rest while the sun is up.
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Paraphrase a Source
Answer Key - Grade 4 Writing Worksheet - Building Confidence

Read each source. Circle the one that copies it too closely.

1. Source: "Camels can walk for days in the desert without drinking water." Which note
copies the source too closely?
Without a drink, camels can keep traveling across the sand for days.

A camel is able to cross dry desert land for several days with no drink.

Camels can walk for days in the desert without drinking any water.

2. Source: "Crickets make chirping sounds by rubbing their wings together." Which note
copies the source too closely?
When a cricket scrapes one wing on the other, it sings.

Crickets make chirping noises by rubbing their wings together.

A cricket's chirp comes from its wings scraping against each other.

3. Source: "Owls can turn their heads almost all the way around." Which note copies the
source too closely?
Most of a full circle is how far an owl can swivel its head.

Owls are able to turn their heads almost all the way around.

An owl can twist its neck to look nearly behind itself.

4. Source: "Bats sleep upside down in caves during the day." Which note copies the source
too closely?
In the daytime, a bat rests with its head pointing down inside a cave.

Bats sleep upside down in caves during the daytime.

Hanging from cave ceilings, bats rest while the sun is up.


