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Paraphrase a Source
Grade 4 Writing Worksheet

Name Date

Read each source. Circle the paraphrase that changes the meaning.

1. Source: "Roots hold a plant in the ground and take in water and minerals from the soil."
Which paraphrase changes the meaning?
Roots keep plants from being pulled out of the ground, and they pull in water and minerals.

By gripping the earth, roots hold a plant steady and gather water and nutrients from the soil.

Roots keep a plant in place and give water and minerals back to the soil.

A plant's roots anchor it in the ground and soak up water and minerals from the soil.

2. Source: "Bamboo can grow almost three feet in a single day." Which paraphrase
changes the meaning?
Bamboo needs about three days to grow a single foot.

In just one day, bamboo may grow close to three feet.

Some bamboo can get nearly a yard taller in twenty-four hours.

A single day is enough time for bamboo to add almost three feet.

3. Source: "The Statue of Liberty was a gift from France and was dedicated in 1886." Which
paraphrase changes the meaning?
France gave the Statue of Liberty as a gift, and it was dedicated in 1886.

The Statue of Liberty, a present from France, was dedicated in the year 1886.

In 1886, the Statue of Liberty was dedicated, and it had been given by France.

France was given the Statue of Liberty by the United States in 1886.

4. Source: "Arctic terns fly from the Arctic to Antarctica and back every year." Which
paraphrase changes the meaning?
Each year these birds make a round trip between the Arctic and Antarctica.

Every year, Arctic terns travel all the way to Antarctica and then return north.

Arctic terns fly to Antarctica once and then stay there for life.

An Arctic tern's yearly journey takes it to Antarctica and home again.
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Paraphrase a Source
Answer Key - Grade 4 Writing Worksheet

Read each source. Circle the paraphrase that changes the meaning.

1. Source: "Roots hold a plant in the ground and take in water and minerals from the soil."
Which paraphrase changes the meaning?
Roots keep plants from being pulled out of the ground, and they pull in water and minerals.

By gripping the earth, roots hold a plant steady and gather water and nutrients from the soil.

Roots keep a plant in place and give water and minerals back to the soil.

A plant's roots anchor it in the ground and soak up water and minerals from the soil.

2. Source: "Bamboo can grow almost three feet in a single day." Which paraphrase
changes the meaning?

Bamboo needs about three days to grow a single foot.

In just one day, bamboo may grow close to three feet.

Some bamboo can get nearly a yard taller in twenty-four hours.

A single day is enough time for bamboo to add almost three feet.

3. Source: "The Statue of Liberty was a gift from France and was dedicated in 1886." Which
paraphrase changes the meaning?
France gave the Statue of Liberty as a gift, and it was dedicated in 1886.

The Statue of Liberty, a present from France, was dedicated in the year 1886.

In 1886, the Statue of Liberty was dedicated, and it had been given by France.

France was given the Statue of Liberty by the United States in 1886.

4. Source: "Arctic terns fly from the Arctic to Antarctica and back every year." Which
paraphrase changes the meaning?
Each year these birds make a round trip between the Arctic and Antarctica.

Every year, Arctic terns travel all the way to Antarctica and then return north.

Arctic terns fly to Antarctica once and then stay there for life.

An Arctic tern's yearly journey takes it to Antarctica and home again.


