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Paraphrase a Source
Grade 4 Writing Worksheet - Challenge Me

Name Date

Read each source. Circle the paraphrase that changes the meaning.

1. Source: "Honeybees live in groups called colonies. Each colony has one queen, and she
lays the eggs." Which paraphrase changes the meaning?
A group of honeybees is called a colony. Only one bee, the queen, lays the eggs.
Colonies are the groups in which honeybees live. The one queen in a colony is the egg-layer.
Honeybees live in colonies. Each colony has many queens, and they all lay eggs.
Honeybees make their homes in colonies. In each one, a single queen lays the eggs.

2. Source: "Lighthouses once needed keepers to light the lamps each night. Today, most
lighthouse lamps turn on by themselves." Which paraphrase changes the meaning?
Most lighthouse lamps light up without help today. Earlier, keepers had to light them nightly.
In the past, a person lit each lighthouse lamp at night. Now most lamps work on their own.
Lighthouse keepers still light most lamps by hand each night.
Long ago, keepers lit lighthouse lamps every night. Now most of these lamps switch on
automatically.

3. Source: "Some frogs can freeze solid in winter. When spring comes, they thaw out and
hop away." Which paraphrase changes the meaning?
All frogs freeze solid each winter, then thaw out in spring.
Certain frogs can turn to ice in the cold months. They warm up and move again in spring.
In winter, some frogs may freeze completely. Once spring arrives, they unfreeze and hop off.
A few kinds of frogs can be frozen in winter. They thaw and hop off when it warms.

4. Source: "Many deserts get less than ten inches of rain a year. Plants there often have
deep roots or store water in their stems." Which paraphrase changes the meaning?
Rain is scarce in many deserts, falling less than ten inches a year. Desert plants often hold
water in their stems or grow deep roots.
In many deserts, less than ten inches of rain falls each year. Plants there often reach deep with
their roots or keep water in their stems.
A lot of deserts get under ten inches of rain annually, and many desert plants have deep roots
or water-holding stems.
Many deserts get more than ten inches of rain a year, so plants there rarely need deep roots.
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Read each source. Circle the paraphrase that changes the meaning.

1. Source: "Honeybees live in groups called colonies. Each colony has one queen, and she
lays the eggs." Which paraphrase changes the meaning?
A group of honeybees is called a colony. Only one bee, the queen, lays the eggs.

Colonies are the groups in which honeybees live. The one queen in a colony is the egg-layer.

Honeybees live in colonies. Each colony has many queens, and they all lay eggs.

Honeybees make their homes in colonies. In each one, a single queen lays the eggs.

2. Source: "Lighthouses once needed keepers to light the lamps each night. Today, most
lighthouse lamps turn on by themselves." Which paraphrase changes the meaning?
Most lighthouse lamps light up without help today. Earlier, keepers had to light them nightly.

In the past, a person lit each lighthouse lamp at night. Now most lamps work on their own.

Lighthouse keepers still light most lamps by hand each night.

Long ago, keepers lit lighthouse lamps every night. Now most of these lamps switch on
automatically.

3. Source: "Some frogs can freeze solid in winter. When spring comes, they thaw out and
hop away." Which paraphrase changes the meaning?

All frogs freeze solid each winter, then thaw out in spring.

Certain frogs can turn to ice in the cold months. They warm up and move again in spring.

In winter, some frogs may freeze completely. Once spring arrives, they unfreeze and hop off.

A few kinds of frogs can be frozen in winter. They thaw and hop off when it warms.

4. Source: "Many deserts get less than ten inches of rain a year. Plants there often have
deep roots or store water in their stems." Which paraphrase changes the meaning?
Rain is scarce in many deserts, falling less than ten inches a year. Desert plants often hold
water in their stems or grow deep roots.

In many deserts, less than ten inches of rain falls each year. Plants there often reach deep with
their roots or keep water in their stems.

A lot of deserts get under ten inches of rain annually, and many desert plants have deep roots
or water-holding stems.

Many deserts get more than ten inches of rain a year, so plants there rarely need deep roots.


