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Paraphrase a Source
Grade 4 Writing Worksheet - Building Confidence

Name Date

Read each source. Circle the paraphrase that changes the meaning.

1. Source: "Frogs breathe through their skin as well as their lungs." Which paraphrase
changes the meaning?
A frog's lungs are not its only way to breathe; its skin helps.

Frogs take in air through their skin, and they use lungs too.

Frogs breathe only through their lungs.

2. Source: "Maple trees make a sweet sap that people boil to make syrup." Which
paraphrase changes the meaning?
People boil the sweet sap from maple trees to get syrup.

Syrup comes from sap that maple trees make, once people boil it.

People make syrup from maple trees by freezing the sap.

3. Source: "Penguins cannot fly, but they are strong swimmers." Which paraphrase
changes the meaning?
Penguins can fly short distances when they need to.

Penguins are powerful in the water even though they never fly.

Even without flying, penguins swim very well.

4. Source: "A snail carries its shell everywhere it goes." Which paraphrase changes the
meaning?
Wherever a snail travels, its shell travels with it.

Snails take their shells along on every trip.

A snail leaves its shell behind when it moves.
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Paraphrase a Source
Answer Key - Grade 4 Writing Worksheet - Building Confidence

Read each source. Circle the paraphrase that changes the meaning.

1. Source: "Frogs breathe through their skin as well as their lungs." Which paraphrase
changes the meaning?
A frog's lungs are not its only way to breathe; its skin helps.

Frogs take in air through their skin, and they use lungs too.

Frogs breathe only through their lungs.

2. Source: "Maple trees make a sweet sap that people boil to make syrup." Which
paraphrase changes the meaning?
People boil the sweet sap from maple trees to get syrup.

Syrup comes from sap that maple trees make, once people boil it.

People make syrup from maple trees by freezing the sap.

3. Source: "Penguins cannot fly, but they are strong swimmers." Which paraphrase
changes the meaning?

Penguins can fly short distances when they need to.

Penguins are powerful in the water even though they never fly.

Even without flying, penguins swim very well.

4. Source: "A snail carries its shell everywhere it goes." Which paraphrase changes the
meaning?
Wherever a snail travels, its shell travels with it.

Snails take their shells along on every trip.

A snail leaves its shell behind when it moves.


