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Paraphrase a Source
Grade 4 Writing Worksheet

Name Date

Read each source. Circle the best note in your own words.

1. Source: "The Pony Express carried mail on horseback across the West in about ten
days." Which is the best note in your own words?
Pony Express: riders took mail West in about 10 days

carried mail on horseback across the West in about ten

Pony Express: mail went West by train in 10 days

riding for the Pony Express was the best job ever

2. Source: "Woodpeckers drum on trees to find insects to eat and to send loud messages to
other woodpeckers." Which is the best note in your own words?
woodpeckers drum on trees to build nests and to keep warm

drum on trees to find insects to eat and to send loud messages to

woodpeckers are noisy birds that people should be careful around

woodpeckers drum to find insects and to call other woodpeckers

3. Source: "Hurricanes form over warm ocean water and lose strength when they move
over land." Which is the best note in your own words?
form over warm ocean water and lose strength when they

hurricanes are the scariest storms and should be avoided

hurricanes begin over land and get stronger over cold ocean water

hurricanes start out in warm seas, then weaken over land

4. Source: "Beavers build dams from sticks and mud, which creates ponds where many
other animals live." Which is the best note in your own words?
beavers are the hardest workers in the whole forest

beavers use sticks + mud for dams; the ponds become homes for other animals

beaver dams keep all other animals away from the ponds

build dams from sticks and mud, which creates ponds where
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Paraphrase a Source
Answer Key - Grade 4 Writing Worksheet

Read each source. Circle the best note in your own words.

1. Source: "The Pony Express carried mail on horseback across the West in about ten
days." Which is the best note in your own words?

Pony Express: riders took mail West in about 10 days

carried mail on horseback across the West in about ten

Pony Express: mail went West by train in 10 days

riding for the Pony Express was the best job ever

2. Source: "Woodpeckers drum on trees to find insects to eat and to send loud messages to
other woodpeckers." Which is the best note in your own words?
woodpeckers drum on trees to build nests and to keep warm

drum on trees to find insects to eat and to send loud messages to

woodpeckers are noisy birds that people should be careful around

woodpeckers drum to find insects and to call other woodpeckers

3. Source: "Hurricanes form over warm ocean water and lose strength when they move
over land." Which is the best note in your own words?
form over warm ocean water and lose strength when they

hurricanes are the scariest storms and should be avoided

hurricanes begin over land and get stronger over cold ocean water

hurricanes start out in warm seas, then weaken over land

4. Source: "Beavers build dams from sticks and mud, which creates ponds where many
other animals live." Which is the best note in your own words?
beavers are the hardest workers in the whole forest

beavers use sticks + mud for dams; the ponds become homes for other animals

beaver dams keep all other animals away from the ponds

build dams from sticks and mud, which creates ponds where


