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Grade 5 Reading Worksheet

Name Date

Circle the answer.

READ THIS FIRST

The Flat Tire: Two Tellings
Dad's Telling

Our trip to my sister's house was supposed to take four hours. It took nine. Just past the town of
Millbrook, the back tire went flat with a loud thump. | pulled onto the shoulder of a dusty road with
nothing around but cornfields and a railroad track. The spare tire was flat too, which | should have
checked before we left. | had to call a tow truck, and the driver said he would need two hours to reach
us. Two hours! | paced beside the car and checked my phone every few minutes. The sun was hot, and
the car grew warmer by the minute. Amira kept wandering off toward the tracks, and | kept calling her
back. My sister called twice to ask where we were, and each time | had less to tell her. When the truck
finally came, the garage in Millbrook charged more than | wanted to pay. | had planned to arrive in time
for dinner and a game of cards. Instead, we reached my sister's house long after dark, and | was
exhausted. | will never forget that day, and not in a good way.

Amira's Telling

Our trip to Aunt Rana's house was the best adventure of the summer. Just past Millbrook, our tire
popped with a thump like a drum. We stopped beside a cornfield that went on forever. Dad was worried,
but | discovered that the railroad track nearby was busy. Seven trains passed while we waited! One
freight train was so long that | counted ninety-two cars full of coal and lumber. | wrote the name painted
on each engine in my notebook. The engineer even blew the horn when | waved. Then a farmer stopped
and sold us a bag of peaches from her truck. She told us her family had grown peaches there for sixty
years. They were the sweetest peaches | have ever tasted. When the tow truck came, | got to ride up
high in the front seat. The driver told me stories about all the cars he had rescued. We got to Aunt
Rana's house after dark, so | saw a sky full of stars. Aunt Rana had saved us dinner and a game of
cards. | hope we get a flat tire every summer.

1. Which event appears in both tellings?
A farmer sold them peaches.
The car got a flat tire near Millbrook.
Seven trains went by.
The spare tire was also flat.
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2. How does Dad describe the two hours of waiting?
as quick, because the truck came early
as stressful, with pacing and phone checking
as relaxing, with time to count trains
as fun, because of the tow truck ride

3. How does Amira describe the same wait?
as exciting, with trains and peaches
as tiring, with a long walk to town
as worrying, with Dad on the phone
as boring, with nothing to look at

4. Why does Dad mention the cost of the garage while Amira does not?
Dad wanted to complain about Amira.
The garage was free for children.
Amira was asleep when they reached the garage.

Dad has to pay, so cost matters to him.

>.  Dad says there was "nothing around but cornfields and a railroad track.” How does Amira
see that same place?

She finds the busy railroad track exciting.

She never mentions the railroad track.

She agrees that the place was empty and dull.
She says the cornfield was small.

6. Which sentence shows that Dad blames himself for part of the problem?
Instead, we reached my sister's house long after dark, and | was exhausted.
The spare tire was flat too, which | should have checked before we left.
Just past the town of Millbrook, the back tire went flat with a loud thump.

| paced beside the car and checked my phone every few minutes.
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Answer Key - Grade 5 Reading Worksheet

Circle the answer.

READ THIS FIRST
The Flat Tire: Two Tellings

Dad's Telling

Our trip to my sister's house was supposed to take four hours. It took nine. Just past the town of
Millbrook, the back tire went flat with a loud thump. | pulled onto the shoulder of a dusty road with
nothing around but cornfields and a railroad track. The spare tire was flat too, which | should have
checked before we left. | had to call a tow truck, and the driver said he would need two hours to reach
us. Two hours! | paced beside the car and checked my phone every few minutes. The sun was hot, and
the car grew warmer by the minute. Amira kept wandering off toward the tracks, and | kept calling her
back. My sister called twice to ask where we were, and each time | had less to tell her. When the truck
finally came, the garage in Millborook charged more than | wanted to pay. | had planned to arrive in time
for dinner and a game of cards. Instead, we reached my sister's house long after dark, and | was
exhausted. | will never forget that day, and not in a good way.

Amira's Telling

Our trip to Aunt Rana's house was the best adventure of the summer. Just past Millbrook, our tire
popped with a thump like a drum. We stopped beside a cornfield that went on forever. Dad was worried,
but | discovered that the railroad track nearby was busy. Seven trains passed while we waited! One
freight train was so long that | counted ninety-two cars full of coal and lumber. | wrote the name painted
on each engine in my notebook. The engineer even blew the horn when | waved. Then a farmer stopped
and sold us a bag of peaches from her truck. She told us her family had grown peaches there for sixty
years. They were the sweetest peaches | have ever tasted. When the tow truck came, | got to ride up
high in the front seat. The driver told me stories about all the cars he had rescued. We got to Aunt
Rana's house after dark, so | saw a sky full of stars. Aunt Rana had saved us dinner and a game of
cards. | hope we get a flat tire every summer.

1. Which event appears in both tellings?
A farmer sold them peaches.

(The car got a flat tire near Millbrook.)

Seven trains went by.

The spare tire was also flat.
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2. How does Dad describe the two hours of waiting?

as quick, because the truck came early

(as stressful, with pacing and phone checking)

as relaxing, with time to count trains

as fun, because of the tow truck ride

3. How does Amira describe the same wait?

(as exciting, with trains and peaches)

as tiring, with a long walk to town
as worrying, with Dad on the phone

as boring, with nothing to look at

4. Why does Dad mention the cost of the garage while Amira does not?

Dad wanted to complain about Amira.
The garage was free for children.

Amira was asleep when they reached the garage.

(Dad has to pay, so cost matters to him.)

5. Dad says there was "nothing around but cornfields and a railroad track." How does Amira
see that same place?

(She finds the busy railroad track exciting.)

She never mentions the railroad track.
She agrees that the place was empty and dull.

She says the cornfield was small.

6. Which sentence shows that Dad blames himself for part of the problem?
Instead, we reached my sister's house long after dark, and | was exhausted.

(The spare tire was flat too, which | should have checked before we Ieft.)

Just past the town of Millbrook, the back tire went flat with a loud thump.

| paced beside the car and checked my phone every few minutes.
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