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Vocabulary Strategies
Grade 5 Grammar Worksheet - Building Confidence

Name Date

Read each sentence. Use the clues to circle the meaning of the word in brackets.

1. She was reluctant to jump, so she stood
at the edge for a long time. (reluctant)
excited unwilling

2. The desert is arid, so almost no rain falls
there. (arid)
very dry very windy

3. The puppy was eager to play and
wagged its tail at the door. (eager)
very sleepy very keen

4. The soldiers showed courage by staying
calm during the danger. (courage)
bravery fear

5. The path was narrow, only wide enough
for one hiker. (narrow)
very steep not wide

6. The shy kitten was timid and hid under
the couch whenever guests came.
(timid)
easily frightened very playful

7. The mayor made an announcement to
tell everyone about the parade.
(announcement)
a private secret a public statement

8. The sign warned hikers to beware of the
steep cliff. (beware)
be careful be happy

9. The fragile vase broke when it tipped off
the shelf. (fragile)
very heavy easily broken

10. The recipe was complicated, with twenty
steps to follow. (complicated)
hard to understand very short
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Vocabulary Strategies
Answer Key - Grade 5 Grammar Worksheet - Building Confidence

Read each sentence. Use the clues to circle the meaning of the word in brackets.

1. She was reluctant to jump, so she stood
at the edge for a long time. (reluctant)
excited unwilling

2. The desert is arid, so almost no rain falls
there. (arid)

very dry very windy

3. The puppy was eager to play and
wagged its tail at the door. (eager)
very sleepy very keen

4. The soldiers showed courage by staying
calm during the danger. (courage)

bravery fear

5. The path was narrow, only wide enough
for one hiker. (narrow)
very steep not wide

6. The shy kitten was timid and hid under
the couch whenever guests came.
(timid)

easily frightened very playful

7. The mayor made an announcement to
tell everyone about the parade.
(announcement)
a private secret

a public statement

8. The sign warned hikers to beware of the
steep cliff. (beware)

be careful be happy

9. The fragile vase broke when it tipped off
the shelf. (fragile)
very heavy easily broken

10. The recipe was complicated, with twenty
steps to follow. (complicated)

hard to understand very short


